
nished by early plantsmen such as Rugel
offered preliminary but essential infor-
mation regarding the ecology of this and
a panoply of other species endemic to
the southeastern coastal pinelands.
Then, as now, fire caused by lightning
strikes associated with spring and sum-
mer thunderstorms was the most perva-
sive driving force maintaining this sys-
tem. These naturally occurring fires
were essential for retarding the growth
of trees and shrubs that would otherwise
invade and eliminate the unique concen-
tration of plant life that has come to
make these areas special. In fact, many
of the plants found here are dependent
upon periodic fire to stimulate growth
and reproduction.

Efforts are currently underway
between the Alabama Natural Heritage
Program and various federal agencies to
acquire a greater understanding of popu-
lation dynamics and the rangewide sta-
tus of this species. So far, preliminary
studies have shown that the giant orchid
responds most favorably following early
season burns, specifically during periods
associated with abundant rainfall. This
research also involves measuring the
long-term effects of livestock grazing
and other human-derived disturbances
as they relate to species viability. It is
suspected that the presence of grazing
has been instrumental in providing
needed disturbance for the giant orchid
by keeping some sites open from com-
peting vegetation and to promote germi-
nation. Only in time will we be able to
piece together enough information to
begin understanding the delicate rela-
tionship between this species and the
natural system of which it is a part. If
we are to preserve this species, a devot-
ed commitment toward research and
conservation will be our only hope of
ensuring that this emblem of the state’s
natural heritage is there for future gener-
ations to know.

Further information can be obtained
by contacting the Alabama Natural
Heritage Program, Huntingdon College,
Massey Hall, 1500 East Fairview
Avenue, Montgomery, AL 36106.
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T
he 2003 session of Alabama
Forestry Camp, in its seventh
year, will take place from
Sunday, June 1, through Thurs-

day, June 5. The camp will be held at the
Federation of Southern Cooperatives facil-
ity near Epes, Alabama in Sumter County.

Alabama Forestry Camp is a five-day
experience for high school students inter-
ested in forestry, conservation, and/or
natural resources. It is designed to intro-
duce basic forestry concepts through
classroom instructions and outdoor activ-
ities. At this year’s camp, students will
participate in classes covering tree identi-
fication, forest management, forest prod-
ucts, wildlife, water quality, urban
forestry, and forest history. In addition,
there will be off-campus visits to Gulf
States Corporation’s Westervelt Lodge
and sawmill. However, Forestry Camp is
not “all work and no play.” There are
also recreational and evening activities. A
visit to Moundville Archeological Park is
planned as well as a fun day of fishing at
the Charles A. Farquhar State Cattle
Ranch. During Career Night, students
will have the opportunity to talk to col-
lege recruiters about careers in forestry
and natural resources.

The purpose of the camp is to provide
a positive learning experience. The final
day of the camp includes a graduation
ceremony and a luncheon for the students
and family members with the instructors
and counselors. All students will receive
a certificate of completion of the camp.

Alabama Forestry Camp is open to
any boy or girl aged 15-18 who has com-
pleted the ninth grade but not yet gradu-
ated from high school. There is no cost
to the student to attend camp; however,
each student is responsible for providing
his or her own transportation to and from
camp. All other transportation, meals,
and snacks will be provided. Students
will be housed in dormitories with 24-
hour adult supervision.

Space is limited. An application must
be completed and signed by both student
and parent or guardian. All applications
must be postmarked by April 11, 2003. 

If you know of someone interested in
attending the Alabama Forestry Camp,
have him or her call any county office of
the Alabama Forestry Commission for an
application or for more information.

Alabama Forestry Camp 
2003

By James Jennings
Outreach Forester, Alabama Forestry Commission, NW Region

Attendees of the 2002 Class at Alabama Forestry Camp.


